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& Southerners love our homes almost elements remain relevant, [f not fundamental, for 2 1st-century de-

as misch as we love our history, and here in glgn. The forms and materials found In traditional Lowcountry build-

the Lowcountry the two are often nner- ings were inspired by asanse of place, say the Fredericks, as are the

twined., Whether mos-draped plamation harmes they design today, “\We borraw from the vernacular, * says Mi-

mansions or classic Charleston singles, histaric chael Frederick, speaking of the Lowcountry's more rural, Indige-
homes are our trade and our trademark, naus bulldings,

However, that does not mean contemporary While “fancy stuff,” as Michael calls the grand antebellum Battery
design gets relegated to the back porch, In mansions, may get more post-card acclaim, these homes typlcally
fact, a number of area architects are success- | reflect imported styles, such as Palladlan and Gearglan architecture. It
fully giving a fresh twist to traditional Low- | §s the cultural buildings - the rice mills, the planters’ cabing, the more
cowntry architecture, Their designs retain the typical homes = that are distinctively Lowoountry, designed and con-
vocabulary and unmistakable sound of a pluff- structed in direct response 1o our climate and terrain, “South-fading
mid brogue, but add some hip phrasing, porches, high ceilings, raised foundations, large operable windows,
appropriate shading and design orientations that utilized prevalling
From a wooded sea (sland retreat, to a high- winds and sun angles made the humidity and heat more bearable "
density urban development, to a not-so-old explains Michael, "Such architectural acknowledgments of our
Old willage home, here s a nod to what is umique dimate also gave communities aesthetic identities that reflact-
rmid [ Lowecountng living. ed the land and culfture’s vernacular droemstance.” And in contampo-
rary homes [ike the Adcdrman residence on Brays [sland, they still do,
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DESIGNING OUTS

Far Jane and Michael Frederick, principles of *We had fum with this one,* Michael says of the Erays Island project,
the architectural finm Frederick and Frederick | *Our intent wes to really engage the exterior space.” Judging from
Im Besaufart, historic Lowweountry architectural the fact that the home won the 2002 Robert Mills Residential Honar
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Awvard for Vernacular Architectura, they were successful. The award,
presented by the South Carolina chapter of the American Institute

af Architects, recognizes the remarkable indoor/outdoar relation-
ship that the home's design achlewves. Situated on a restored rice

parnd, the home's axls |5 a tall chimney, reminiscent of the old steam-
ponwered rice mill chimmeys that still stapd along Loweountry river-
banks, An outdoeor lireplasce and outdoor kKltchen, aswell as Interiar

hearths in the family room and on the sleeping porch, all feed into

the central chimney. & doating surmound of windows offers incred|-
ble views of the pond and gives a large, lofty feel to this relatively

srriall 2, 000-sg uare-foot retreat,

Through use of régional materials such s cypress and brick, site odl-
ertation and emphasis on exterior living spaces such as the outdoar

kitchen and screened sleeping porch, this home's contemporary de-
sign celebrates South Carolina’s rich architectural beritage. "We

wrant to tie the structure to the land so it Iooks ke L sctually be-
longs here,” Michael says. "The design may be contemparary, but

wie use materials that are local and forms that are recognised herg,
*ou have to do this sotha house makessense. "

CITY SQUEEZE

Like the Adkerman residence, Charleston architect Neil Stevenson's
latest project is also tied to the land - although the land is not an
|dyllic wooded Island, but & compact comer I the midst of peninsu-
lar Charieston. On a mere 50- by 100-foot lot at Cannon and Felix
Streets, Mell has |lg-savwed four single-famify homes that both fit in
and stand out from the much older row houses surrounding them.
Like
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the wbiquitous Charleston Single, the living
spaces here are only one room wide, but they
are stacked three stories high and oriented
with front porches rather than side piazzas.




